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Minutes of the 23rd Annual General Meeting

held at Fenner Hall, Canberra on September 29  2000, 8.00 pm. The meeting was abandoned as a quorum could not be achieved. The meeting was reconvened at 1pm, September 30th, Devon Bailey in the Chair, 31 members in attendance.

1. Minutes of the 22nd AGM 

The minutes had been distributed previously. Accepted
2. President’s report
The President  Devon Bailey, gave a short report on the year’s activities, highlighting the Internet competition being held on the Kiseido Go Server, an initiative of Ed Lomax from the Adelaide club; it is hoped that it may result in an invitation to send a representative to the Fujitsu Cup. The report was accepted.
3. Secretary’s report
Correspondence: Newsletters from the American Go Association and the British Go Association continue to be received, as well as periodic communications with the Nihon Ki-in. The Hankuk Kiwon sends a monthly Go magazine. The e-group site AusGo was set up for the AGA by Chris Visser. This is an invaluable resource giving us central mail site, online discussion rooms, file archives etc. All AGA documents such as the Constitution, minutes and agenda of AGM and other AGA notices, tournament results and photos, tournament calendar , Credit point table etc are posted to the site for easy access for all members. The report was accepted.

4. Treasurer’s report
The Treasurer’s report was unavailable at the meeting. The Secretary will distribute the report with the Minutes when received.

5. IGF Director’s report
Brad Melki presented a report on activities of the IGF. There has been come consideration of applying for  Go to be made an Olympic sport; there are seen to be considerable difficulties for acceptance of such a proposal from the Australian Olympic Committee. The next WAGC will be held in Hyuga City, Japan, June 10-15 2001. There will not be a Women’s WAGC next year. Brian Taylor and Tracy Nguyen will represent Australia in the Pairs Competition. Brad put on notice the need for the AGA and NZGA to consider an IGF Director on his retirement from the position in some year time — it is necessary that the Director attend every year (at personal expense) because otherwise Oceania may lose the position. The report was accepted.

6. Election of Office Bearers.

Robert Vadas took the Chair for the election of Office Bearers for the coming year. The following officers were elected:


President: Devon Bailey


Vice-President: Yangil Jin


Secretary: Neville Smythe


Treasurer: Robin Garner


Committee Members: Kazuya Miki, Edwin Clarke, Greg Parker, Frank Young


Editor: Andrew Pullin

(Other Committee members not requiring election at this meeting:


IGF Director: Brad Melki – continuing member


Tournament Director: Brian Taylor – consequent on item 9)

7,8. Motions and matters arising from the Minutes

In view of the short time available for discussion, the Secretary proposed that the substantive items on the agenda be put to the whole membership by means of a postal (including email) vote; this was accepted by the meeting. The Secretary will draft a voting paper, with summary of the motions, a summary of the proposer’s argument and the Committee’s recommendations, to be returned to the Secretary by November 30th.

The Secretary also presented to the Meeting a paper outlining the Committee’s method of procedure for implementing the Rating scheme and also the Promotions Awards scheme, both of which were accepted at last year’s AGM. It is hoped that both can be in place by the end of January 2001.

Andrew Pullin is proceeding with the design of a new website for the AGA; it should be operating within about 4 weeks.

9. Venue for next AGM and Open Championships
The Melbourne club offered to host the 2001 National Tournament, Brian Taylor as Tournament Director.

8. Other Business
The possibility of AGA badges was raised again; the cost as quoted to Neville Smythe seemed to be too high but the matter will be investigated again.

The meeting closed at 1.40pm

